The "Arabic" Incident

matter I might interfere with the inquiry which is now being
taken up by this Government, dry up very valuable sources of
information, and thus hinder the course of Justice. On the
other hand there might thus be raised other grounds for suspicion,
serving gather to disturb than to improve the present friendly
relations between the two countries. I need not tell your
Excellency, that it is the sincere wish of this Government to
avoid difficulties of this kind, so far as may be consistent with
its dignity and its responsibilities/'
Besides dispatching a copy of the above letter, I wired to
Berlin on 8th December, as follows :
CIPHER
" Convinced that Rintelen is the main cause of the Attaches*
recall. Immediate categorical disavowal is absolutely necessary*
Only possible connection with us is matter of 500,000 dollars,
received from the Naval Attach^ and demanded for the ex-
portation of goods/'
Thereupon I received the following wireless message in
English.
CIPHER
" You are empowered to disclaim connection with Rintelen,
who had no orders to do anything whatsoever, which was an
offence against the American law.
" JAGOW."
The peculiar relations of the Naval and Military Attaches
with the Embassy had, even in times of peace, often led to diplo-
matic difficulties. For instance, it has often happened to us
and to other countries to have to recall Military or Naval Attaches
for spying. The diplomatic standing of the head of the Mission
would not generally be affected thereby, but, in view of the
passions of wartime, and the general tension of nerves, I realized
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